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WMS – CNS Coordinator Guidance
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Section 2 – Purpose

The purpose of this guidance is to provide local social services districts (districts) with an explanation of the WMS/CNS enhancements that are scheduled to become operational on the Production System on February 15, 2026.
Section 3 – Reduction in Benefits Notice 2026 Benchmark Plan Insert

The Reduction in Benefits letter issued to Upstate recipients and includes a list of the Medicare Part D plans available to dual eligible at no premium cost has been updated for 2026. 

Section 4 - Removal of CNS Discontinuance/Denial Language: Failure to Utilize Benefits

In accordance with the Federal Final Rule, one key provision is the elimination of the condition of eligibility to apply for other benefits, including UIB (Unemployment Insurance Benefits), VA(Veterans Affairs), retirement funds and the requirement to maximize retirement benefits, right of election by a surviving spouse for deceased spouse’s estate for community Medicaid/inheritance (does not apply for those subject to transfer rules), and Social Security benefits (not including Medicare and TPHI/cost effective health insurance). The CNS notice language associated with WMS Code F12 Failure to Apply for SSI has been removed. 
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