NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Office of Health Insurance Programs
HEALTH CARE PROGRAMS FOR NEW YORKERS



Do you need help paying for medical care? 

Medical Assistance (Medicaid) is help for New Yorkers who cannot pay for their medical care.  There are several ways you can be eligible for Medicaid.  Eligibility depends on your age, income, health, sometimes your resources and other requirements.  The Medicaid Programs that are available include:
Programs for Adults:

If you get Temporary Assistance or SSI, can you get Medicaid?

Yes, you can get Medicaid and cash assistance.  You can also get Medicaid without cash assistance.  Citizens,  aliens with satisfactory immigration status and those who are lawfully present in the U.S. and are a New York State resident can get Medicaid.    People who get Medicaid can get Family Planning Services.
If you stop getting cash assistance because you are working and earn too much money, can you continue to get Medicaid?  

Yes, if you have a child(ren) and a job, you might be eligible for 12 months of Medicaid when your income goes up. Or, you might be eligible for four months of Medicaid when your income goes up due to increased spousal support.  This program is called Transitional Medical Assistance (TMA).  

If your income and/or resources are too high to get cash assistance, can you still get Medicaid?

Yes, if you live with a child(ren), are age 65 or older, or are certified blind or certified disabled, you may be eligible for Medicaid.  If you have too much income and/or resources, you may be eligible after you incur medical bills at least equal to your excess income and/or excess resources.  Individuals who are 19 or 20 years of age and living with their parents or caretaker relatives may also have income up to 155% Federal Poverty Level (FPL) and qualify for Medicaid.  Even if you are not otherwise eligible for Medicaid and have income up to 223% of the FPL, you may be eligible to have Medicaid pay for family planning services under the Family Planning Benefit Program.
If you are pregnant, can you have more income and get Medicaid?

You can have income up to 223% of the FPL and get Medicaid.  Your resources are not counted.  Pregnant women do not need to prove citizenship or immigration status.
The Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC)

Are you pregnant?  A new mother?  Have a baby or young children up to age 5?  WIC can help you help your family.  WIC provides healthy foods, nutrition and health education, breastfeeding support and referrals to health and social services to New York families at no cost.   

For the location of the nearest WIC clinic, call 1-800-522-5006.  Additional WIC program information is available at:  http://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/nutrition/wic/.

What if you do not qualify for Medicaid? Is there any other help?

New York’s health benefit exchange, NY State of Health, offers individuals and families a place to compare, select and enroll in an affordable health plan. 

NY State of Health will help the following individuals find health care coverage:

· Individuals and childless couples who are at least 19 years of age, who do not have Medicare coverage

· Parents, step-parents and caretaker relatives of a dependent child

· Pregnant women and children

Individuals and families who file or will file Federal taxes with incomes up to 400% of the FPL, which is equivalent to $60,240 per year for an individual and $124,800 per year for a family of four (based on 2024 FPLs), may be eligible for advance tax credits to help buy health insurance through New York’s health benefit exchange, NY State of Health.  If annual income is greater than 400% of the FPL, health insurance can still be purchased through NY State of Health.  

If you need help in applying for health care coverage through the NY State of Health, assistance is available.   Navigators and Certified Application Counselors are people trained to help you understand your health coverage options and enroll in a plan.  Your local department of social services may be able to help you with your application and choices.

To learn more about NY State of Health and to find Navigators or Certified Application Counselors in your area, please call 1-855-355-5777 or visit our Web site at http://www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov/.

The Medicaid Cancer Treatment Program provides Medicaid coverage for the treatment of breast, cervical, colorectal and/or prostate cancer to eligible individuals who have income over the Medicaid income level. For more information call 1-866-442-2262.

If you have a disability and are working and have more income and resources than is allowed for Medicaid, is there any way to get or keep Medicaid health care coverage?

Yes, if you are between 16 and 64 years old, have a disability as defined by the Social Security Administration, and are working, you can have income up to 250% of the FPL by participating in the Medicaid Buy- In Program for Working People with Disabilities (MBI-WPD).   A monthly premium may be charged for participants in this program who have countable income between 150% and 250% of the FPL.
If you receive Medicare, is it possible to get help in paying for your prescription drugs even if you are not eligible for Medicaid or the Medicare Savings Program?

If you are entitled to Medicare Part A or Medicare Part B, you are eligible to receive prescription drug benefits through Medicare Part D.  To get more information about this program, you may call 1-800-Medicare (1-800-633-4227).  You may also be eligible to receive extra help in paying the premiums, coinsurance and deductibles for the Medicare Part D prescription drug benefit.  To find out more about getting this extra help, you may call 1-800-772-1213.
If you are currently receiving your prescription drugs through the Medicare prescription drug program and your Medicaid case is being closed, will you lose your Medicare prescription drug benefit?

If your Medicaid benefit is being discontinued, and you are currently receiving your prescription drugs through Medicare instead of Medicaid, any action to discontinue your Medicaid benefits will have no effect on the prescription drug coverage that you are receiving through Medicare, at least until the end of this calendar year (as long as you continue to be eligible for Medicare Part A or Medicare Part B).  If you have any questions about your Medicare prescription drug benefit or to find out how your Medicare prescription drug benefit might change next year, please call 1-800-Medicare (1-800-633-4227).  If you are moving out of State, you must notify the Social Security Administration (1-800-Medicare) of your new address, as you will have to enroll in a plan that is offered in your new state of residence.
Are there special programs for children?

Yes, Medicaid has higher income levels for children. Children ages 1 through 18 can have income as high as 154% of the FPL.  Resources are not counted.  

Individuals who are 19 or 20 years of age and living with their parents or caretaker relatives may also have income up to 155% Federal Poverty Level (FPL) and qualify for Medicaid.  If you have too much income, you may be eligible after you incur medical bills at least equal to your excess income.  Your income is compared to the Medicaid limit and the amount over the limit is called excess income or spenddown.
Child Health Plus is free or low cost health insurance for children under age 19 who are not eligible for Medicaid.
Can my child get help finding a health care provider and getting regular checkups? 

Yes, the Child/Teen Health Program covers medical and dental care, provides regular checkups and helps you make sure your child is growing right.

If you need health care coverage, contact your local Department of Social Services or the Human Resources Administration in New York City
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