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 As discussed in the December 5, 2000 Dear Commissioner letter, if the 
father of an unborn is living with the pregnant woman and fully supporting 
the household, whether married to the mother or not, Medicaid workers must 
not request the CSEU to pursue recovery of the child’s birth-related 
expenses.  However, if paternity is not established and the case must be 
referred to Family Court to establish such paternity and future medical 
support, the discretion of the court will determine the father’s liability 
for the unwed mother’s confinement expenses. In other circumstances, if a 
local district chooses to pursue recovery of confinement expenses, cost 
effectiveness (the amount reasonably expected to be collected compared to the 
cost of the recovery effort, as well as the opportunity to collect support in 
the future) must be considered. 
 
 Please note that if a pregnant woman reports that health insurance is 
available, the insurance must be utilized to reduce Medicaid costs for which 
reimbursement may otherwise be sought. 
 
 If you have any questions about this Medicaid policy, please contact your 
county liaison in the Office of Medicaid Management’s Bureau of Local 
District Support at (518) 474-8216 for upstate and (212) 268-6855 for New 
York City. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 Kathryn Kuhmerker, Deputy Commissioner 
 Office of Medicaid Management 
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